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Hauxley Wildlife Discovery Centre

The Hauxley Wildlife Discovery Centre is one of the best wildlife-watching
spots in the North East. Right next to the beach, it offers fantastic views across
the length of Druridge Bay and is internationally renowned for its birds.
Hauxley Nature Reserve was originally part of Radcliffe open-cast mine but was purchased by Northumberland Wildlife
Trust in 1983 and transformed into the haven for wildlife you see today.

Reserve information

Location
Near Low Hauxley village,
at the northern end of
Druridge Bay
Low Hauxley
Northumberland
NE65 0JR

Map reference
NU 285 023 

Great for...
a family day out
Insect spotting
birdwatching
butterflies
geological interest
getting away from it all
historical interest
spring migrant birds
stunning views
wildflowers
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The reserve has recently been extensively remodelled and extended, and the latest addition, the new eco-friendly
building, has been a labour of love, being constructed by an army of dedicated volunteers. Believe it or not, it really is a
straw-bale building and has a number of other highly innovative ‘green’ features that make it an appropriate home for a
Wildlife Trust team.

Hauxley Nature Reserve also nurtures some fabulous flowers including viper’s bugloss, bloody cranesbill and northern
marsh orchid. These attract a large variety of butterflies such as the common blue and the wall brown. We get
dragonflies and damselflies on the ponds, including the common hawker and the common darter. Chattering in the
woods you might even see our red squirrels.

There’s lots to do here:

A new circular walk and 1 fully accessible trail to accessible 2 hides.
6 hides, including 1 members only hide, which give you a great opportunity to quietly observe a host of birds,
including grey herons, tree sparrows, turnstones and shelducks. A wildlife sightings board in Reception is updated
daily, so make sure you add yours!
There’s a rubbing disc trail – pick up a booklet/crayon from The Lookout Café.
There’s a natural play area, great for under 10s.
We run events and activities during school holidays – check our ‘What’s on’ listings on-line or poster around the
building.
The Lookout Café serves delicious cakes, freshly brewed coffee, snacks and refreshments in a fabulous setting –
the views across the lake and the Bay are soul food!
The shop has gifts and pocket money mementos – it all helps support NWT.
Volunteering – come and help us in the café, welcoming visitors or practical conservation; check out the website
for all the latest roles.

Hauxley is a dog-free nature reserve.

Join the NWT Hauxley wildlife group

Why not come along to this new members only group; we meet once a month for walks, talks, workshops and social
activities. Ask reception for further details.

Education

We offer schools a range of hands-on activities which are enjoyable, memorable and designed to get students closer to
the natural environment.

We also run sessions for after-school groups, such as wildlife clubs or scouting/guiding groups.

For details of our programmes please contact the manager.

Room Hire

Get directions
Find out here

Public transport
Plan your journey

Opening Times
April to September
10:00am - 5:00pm*
October to March
10:00am - 4:00pm
*Members only from
9:00am

Facilities
Cafe
Gift shop
Visitor centre
Toilets
Disabled toilet

Access
Yes

Accessible route to 2
hides

Walking information
There are good paths
leading to all hides and a
circular walk around the
reserve

Parking
£2 donation for all day
parking

Dogs
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Habitats Wetland, Woodland

Species Common darter, Common hawker, Great Crested Newt,
Lapwing, Red Squirrel, Shoveler, Tree Sparrow

Species and habitats Nearby nature reserves
East Chevington
2 miles - Northumberland Wildlife Trust

Druridge Pools
4 miles - Northumberland Wildlife Trust

Cresswell Pond
5 miles - Northumberland Wildlife Trust

Our classroom 'The Tynan Room' can be hired for your events, please contact the manager for details.

For up date information check out

www.facebook.com/HauxleyWildlifeDiscoveryCentre
 

 

Nature reserve map

Guide dogs only

Grazing animals
Sheep

Reserve manager
Northumberland Wildlife
Trust
Tel: 01665 568 324
hauxleywdc@northwt.org.
uk

Hybrid Map OSM

Hauxley Reserve Map.pdf

Downloads
Factsheets and
guides for your visit
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