Cymraeg

Home

Who are we

What we do

How you can help

Nature Reserves

Gilfach

Wildlife

Site search

Consultancy

Go

What's on

Tyria jacobaeae
Wildlife

Invertebrates

Butterflies and moths

Cinnabar

Species information
Common name
Cinnabar
Latin name
Tyria jacobaeae
Category
Invertebrates
Butterflies and moths
Statistics
Wingspan: 3-4.5cm
Conservation status
Classified as a Priority
Species in the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan.

About
The Cinnabar is a common moth of rough grassland and hedgerows, gardens and waste ground, where the black- and
yellow-banded caterpillars feed on Common Ragwort, other ragworts and groundsels. Adults are on the wing during the
summer, flying in the sunshine, but also at night. They are easily disturbed, fluttering up from their feeding plants. The
caterpillars pupate in autumn, spending the winter as cocoons on the ground, before emerging as moths the following
summer. The bright colouring of the adults and caterpillars warns predators that they are unpalatable, having ingested
the poisonous ragwort plants.

How to identify
The Cinnabar is slate-black with two red spots and two pinky-red stripes on the rounded forewings. Its hindwings are
pinky-red and bordered with black. It can be distinguished from the similar burnet moths by the broader wings and bars
of red instead of spots.

Where to find it
Widespread.

Habitats

When to find it

How can people help
Numbers of Cinnabar Moths are reported to have fallen by 83% in the last 35 years, possibly due to the eradication of
poisonous ragwort in livestock fields. The Wildlife Trusts are working closely with farmers and landowners to promote
wildlife-friendly practices. You can help too: plant nectar-rich borders and shrubs to attract moths and butterflies into

your garden, and leave that patch of ragwort alone! To find out more about encouraging wildlife into your garden, visit
our Wild About Gardens website: a joint initiative with the RHS, there's plenty of facts and tips to get you started.

View page as PDF

Accessibility

Printer friendly version

Privacy Policy

Share

Contact Us/Cysylltwch â ni
© Radnorshire Wildlife Trust Charity No. 519021 Company No. 2132736 | Rhif elusen. 519021 Rhif cwmni. 2132736
Website by Precedent

PDFmyURL.com - convert URLs, web pages or even full websites to PDF online. Easy API for developers!

