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St. Joseph, a Father Figure
by KATHLE E N GLAV ICH, SND on AU GU ST 15, 20 12
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My niece and her husband are newlyweds trying to sell their
houses. Brian is Jewish, but both of them buried a little statue
of St. Joseph in their yards. This popular custom no doubt
arose because Joseph was head of the house in the Holy
Family and a carpenter (or construction worker) at that. I
reminded my niece that after a house sells, the statue is
supposed to be exhumed and set in a place of honor in the
new house. She knew that.
After the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph is the greatest saint, although he doesn’t utter
a single word in the Gospels. Joseph was God’s choice for a father. God knew that
Joseph was a suitable partner for the holiest woman in the world—truly a match made
in heaven! It was Joseph who taught Jesus what it was to be a man. He passed on the
Jewish faith to Jesus and taught him his trade.
Joseph was obedient. When an angel instructed him to marry the girl he was
espoused to, even though she was scandalously pregnant, he did. When the
government ordered a census, Joseph made the long journey to Bethlehem with his
wife, who was then nine months pregnant. To top it off, when they arrived, there were
no rooms available. How frustrating for Joseph, who knew that he was responsible for
the Savior of the world.
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Like Mary, Joseph led anything but a charmed life. Imagine learning that Herod
wanted to kill Jesus and having to flee to a strange land. I wonder if it was hard for
Joseph to find work there to support his little family. Then, when Jesus was missing in
Jerusalem for three days (and two nights!), Joseph must have been filled with anxiety
and dread coupled with guilt for not being more responsible. That is the last we hear
of Joseph, so we assume he died before Jesus left home. If so, Mary and Jesus were
probably at his deathbed, which is why we pray to Joseph for the grace of a happy
death.
Now Joseph is the patron of the Universal Church, the Mystical Body of Jesus. He is
also patron of workers. The recently canonized Holy Cross brother Andre Bassette
had a great devotion to St. Joseph. He was the force behind the construction of the
basilica in honor of St. Joseph, which is in Montreal. I pray for St. Joseph’s protection
when I drive. Does he have a special role in your life?
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I know there is a lot of controversy with this concept, but I have to say, if
you believe, it will work for you. The package specifically says it’s all about the
prayer, not the actual product, so you can’t expect to just put it in the ground and
sell your house. I buried this near the “For Sale” sign, upside down and facing my
house, and said a heartfelt prayer about why I needed St. Joseph’s help to sell our
house. We had an offer on our house less than 2 weeks later, which we accepted. I
left St. Joseph buried until we moved, and dug him up the last day in the house.
Now we have him in the new house. If you believe in the power of prayer, St.
Joseph can help you!
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In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.

Featured Book
Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers
Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.

Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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