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You could say that The Fisherman’s Wife, my first novel, was a novel experience for
me. I became so engrossed in the people and happenings in Capernaum that when I
left the computer, I didn’t know if it was morning, noon, or night! That never
happened when I wrote other books. My heroine, Peter’s wife, and her exploits were
imagined, of course, because we know absolutely nothing about this woman. Yet, we
do know what she must have witnessed because the Gospels tell us that Jesus stayed
at her house. As I brought her to life and told the story through her eyes, I felt that I
really got to know the people in the Gospels, in particular the Lord himself.
This writing experience called to mind a method of praying that I learned long ago.
There are three steps.
1. Read a Gospel story and as you read, imagine the scene vividly as though you were
watching a movie.
2. Rewrite the story in the first person. You are an eyewitness. Remark on the weather,
people’s expressions, and what you see, hear, taste, feel, and smell. State what you
are thinking as the plot unfolds.
3. At the conclusion of the Gospel story, extend it by arranging a situation where you
and Jesus are alone together. Maybe you are sitting on a rock with him, walking along
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a beach, or drifting in a boat under a starlit sky. Then write the dialogue for the two of
you. Refer to the event that just occurred. Tell Jesus what you think of it. In your
conversation link the event to your own life, for example, what is happening, how you
are feeling, or your relationship with God. Write the responses Jesus makes to you.
I once used the story of Jesus healing the woman who snuck up and touched the hem
of his cloak. In our conversation afterward, Jesus and I talked about my fear in learning
to drive, how difficult it is to trust him when he is invisible, and my hopes that he
would heal me of a bad habit.
Some benefits of praying this way:
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• You become more familiar with the Gospel stories and delve more deeply into
them.
• You come to know yourself better. In the words of author E.M. Forster: “How do I
know what I think until I see what I say?”

Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”

• You encounter Jesus and through your pen he says things that may surprise you!
Learn more

If your prayer life is routine and dull and you are looking for something to jumpstart it,
try this method. Or why not write a novel about a person in the Bible?

A warm welcome to Catholic Faith Corner! May
its reflections help you know and live the
Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.

After trying out this prayer method, what did you think of it?
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{ 2 comments… read them below or add one }
Sr. Juliemarie McDonald, SND

February 5, 2014 at 8:43 am

Great. Brought me back to the Ignation way to pray learned a long time ago.
Your writing will help me re-unite with a way to pray that I have not used in a long,
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long time. Thank you, Sr. Juliemarie
REPLY

mary james

February 5, 2014 at 3:27 pm

Thanks for the reminder of that prayer method. I love it and kind of
“forgot” about it. I loved your book,too. When is the next one???:)
How about that woman–what’s her story?
REPLY
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In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.

Featured Book
Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers

Submit

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

Notify me of follow-up comments by email.
Notify me of new posts by email.
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A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.

Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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