HOME

ABOUT

ARTICLES

BOOK LIST

BOOK REVIEWS

SPEAKING/EVENTS SCHEDULE

TALKS

CONTACT

Bearing Wrongs as a Work of Mercy
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Every so often something you’ve heard a hundred times strikes you as never before.
This happened to me last Sunday during a homily. The priest was naming the works
of mercy. When, in listing the spiritual works, he said, “Bear wrongs patiently,” I took
notice. “That’s an odd work of mercy,” I thought. On reflecting more, I realized that it
was a way of being merciful. When someone hurts our feelings or acts unjustly to us,
our first impulse is self-defense. We want to retaliate. It’s the old eye for an eye, tooth
for a tooth mentality. If we are not just Christian in name only, however, we respond
with mercy for the person who out out hatred, jealousy or sheer stupidity has inflicted
pain on us.
This is the way of Jesus, who preached, “When someone strikes you on one cheek,
offer the other.” He gave us an example by enduring his torture and execution silently
when he could have blasted the perpetrators off the face of the earth. The saints are
also models in bearing wrongs, sometimes to an extreme degree. One that stands out
is St. Joseph of Calasanz, the founder of the Piarists. Wealthy people protested his
free schools. Then members of his own community campaigned against him. After
complaints reached the pope, Joseph was arrested at the age of 86 and tried before
the Holy Office. His work and his community were stopped, but St. Joseph never
stopped protecting and defending his persecutors. His order was restored twenty
years after his death. More recently we have the example of Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin, who patiently suffered being falsely accused of sexual abuse and forgave
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his accuser. Another example is St. Julie Billiart, the foundress of the Sisters of Notre
Dame, put up with untold harassment and persecution by clergy. This did not keep
her from forging ahead and doing what God had called her to do.
Today Father Tom asked, “What if the man who was bothered by the guy texting
during a movie had turned the other cheek instead of shooting him? What if the man
offended by loud music coming from the teenagers’ car had turned the other cheek
instead of killing a youth?” What if the driver cut off by another car had turned the
other cheek instead of shooting a father in front of his children? The list could go on.
Bearing wrongs patiently is also a way of being merciful to ourselves: It frees us from
becoming vengeful monsters.
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Can you think of another outstanding model of bearing wrongs patiently?
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Ah, yes. They dovetail beautifully. You have a way with words. I especially
like your reflection questions.
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In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.
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Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers
Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.

Available from ACTA Publications and me.
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My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.
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part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
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teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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