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Saints Teach Friendship
by KATHLE E N GLAV ICH, SND on JU NE 11, 20 14
in BLOGS

In a recent Sunday Parade magazine
there was an article about two young
men who were best friends. One died
fighting in Afghanistan and the other
in Iraq. Their families had the two
friends buried side by side in
Arlington Cemetery. Similarly,
Blessed John Henry Cardinal
Newman asked to be buried in the
same grave as his best friend
(something that was done in those
days). The Sisters of Notre Dame began with two French friends, and our branch
originated with two German friends.
Working together, saints support each other and accomplish great things. Friends
encourage, give advice, warn, share, and simply journey through life with you. Writer
Francois Mauriac noted, “No love, no friendship can cross the path of our destiny
without leaving some mark on it forever.” Friendship is a blessing to be enjoyed and
cherished. Like a lovely flower, it is to be cultivated.
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Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND
I'm a Sister of Notre Dame, of Chardon, Ohio,
the author of eighty-plus books on religious
education and spirituality, including a novel,
"The Fisherman's Wife: The Gospel According
to St. Peter's Spouse." I enjoy giving talks and
retreats and was a pastoral associate at St.
Dominic Church. I also edit and self-publish
books for others.

View Full Profile →

One of my favorite saint friendships bloomed between a sister and brother, St.
Benedict and his twin, St. Scholastica. A charming story goes that one day when he
visited her in the convent, she begged him to stay. It was against his rule to be away
from the monastery at night, so he refused. Scholastica put her head down and
sobbed. At that a terrific storm arose. Benedict asked his sister, “What have you
done?” and she replied, “I asked you and you wouldn’t listen, so I asked God and he
did listen.”
Other famous saint “couples” are St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross (whom
she called the “half-monk” because he was short), St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare
(who nursed him as he died), St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac, and St.
Frances de Sales and St. Jane de Chantal. In the Old Testament, David and Saul’s son
Jonathan were best friends. David’s descendant Jesus too had special friends. Three
apostles belonged to his inner circle: Peter, James, and John. Jesus enjoyed relaxing in
Bethany at the house of brother and his two sisters—Lazarus, Martha, and Mary.
When Lazarus died and the sisters were overcome with grief, Jesus cried. He loved his
human friends that much.
A husband and wife must first of all be friends. Sharing their lives, they provide love
and strength for each other. They make each other holy.
Someone defined a friend as someone who knows all about you and likes you
anyhow. Of all the friends we consider precious— and they come and go throughout
our lives—the best friend and the most constant is Jesus. He is truly a friend to the
end. Coincidentally June 8 was Best Friends Day and Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is the
one who binds us to Jesus.

About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND
Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.
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melanie jean juneau

June 11, 2014 at 5:06 pm

great insights
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June 13, 2014 at 12:23 am

St. Catherine of Siena had a group of followers she considered friends who
adored her and who she loved. Cheif among them was Blessed Raymond of
Capua. From everything I can gather, St. Catherine was a very gregarious person
who held her friendships as an important part of her ministry. You can read about
her bio here:
http://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/CATSIENA.HTM
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June 13, 2014 at 7:36 am

Ah, yes. How could I forget to mention St. Catherine, my baptismal patron
saint? Thanks for bringing her up.

Newest Book
In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.
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Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers
May 18, 2016 at 1:42 pm

Thank you for this beautiful article! I agree that friendship is a real blessing!
REPLY

Kathleen Glavich, SND

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

May 18, 2016 at 2:10 pm

You are welcome, Emily. You must be blessed with a friend or more.

A Heavenly Book
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Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
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Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)
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The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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