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The Rosary: Gospel on Beads
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This week I saw the rough sketches for my next book,
which is about funny stories from Sisters of Notre Dame
classrooms. I suggested that the artist add a large rosary
to the drawing of a Sister and e-mailed this photo of
the one I used to wear. Although the rosary no longer
hangs from our waist, warning students that we are
approaching, we still pray it everyday. It is a powerful
prayer, and one that Mary urged us to pray when she
appeared at Fatima. She prayed it with Saint Bernadette
at Lourdes (except for the Hail Marys!). In fact, after the
catastrophe of September 11, Pope John Paul II asked us
to pray the rosary for peace. October 7 is the feast of
Our Lady of the Rosary, and the whole month is
dedicated to this beloved prayer. It’s a good time to
renew the practice of praying the rosary. It is not old-fashioned but ever new because
while we say the formula prayers, we mediate on Gospel events.
I like to tell this story, which is quoted here from my book The Catholic Companion to
Mary:
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Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND
I'm a Sister of Notre Dame, of Chardon, Ohio,
the author of eighty-plus books on religious
education and spirituality, including a novel,
"The Fisherman's Wife: The Gospel According
to St. Peter's Spouse." I enjoy giving talks and
retreats and was a pastoral associate at St.
Dominic Church. I also edit and self-publish
books for others.
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“A university student sitting on a train next to an old man praying the rosary
remarked, “I don’t believe in such silly things. Take my advice. Throw the rosary out of
this window and learn what science has to say.” “Science? I don’t understand,” replied
the man. “Maybe you can explain it to me.” The student offered, “Give me your
address and I’ll send you some literature.” Fumbling in his pocket, the old man drew
out his business card. The boy looked at the card and burned with shame. It read,
‘Louis Pasteur, Director of the Institute of Scientific Research, Paris.’ ”
The rosary came about when illiterate people couldn’t pray the 150 psalms. They
began to pray 150 Our Fathers. This evolved into 150 Hail Marys (Mary’s Psalter).
Saint Louis de Montfort wrote a book called The Secret of the Rosary. In it he stated,
“If you say the rosary faithfully until death, I do assure you that, in spite of the gravity
of your sins, ‘you will receive a never-fading crown of glory.’ ”
Rosaries are not just for hanging on rear view mirrors, wearing around the neck, or
holding in the hand when our body is in a coffin! They are meant to be prayed in
honor of our Blessed Mother. People pray the rosary on beads they received for First
Communion, on ten-bead bracelets and rings, or on their fingers, which conveniently
number ten. Families pray the rosary together; some people pray it when they can’t
fall asleep. Pope Francis prays the rosary when he takes a break—sometimes three
rosaries a day. He finds it restful.
If you’ve forgotten how to pray the Rosary, you can pray along at the website
www.comepraytherosary.org. To teach children about the rosary, there is the
reproducible book The Rosary: The Gospel on Beads for Grades 2–6, which can be
found in my Bookstore.
When has the rosary meant a lot to you? Do you have a special rosary?

About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND
Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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About Catholic Faith Corner
A warm welcome to Catholic Faith Corner! May
its reflections help you know and live the
Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.
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Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner today to
receive notification of new blog posts.
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Newest Book
In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.

Featured Book
Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers

Submit

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
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Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")

Of Interest
The Fisherman’s Wife
100 Catholic Blogs by Catholic Sisters and
Nuns
Ideas for Church fundraising

Recent Posts
Seeing God in Everything and Reiki
September: Season of Creation
Announcement
Walking Prayers
Self-Esteem and Fitting In
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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