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Another Blessed Teresa, Promoter of the Sacred Heart
by KAT HLE E N GLAV ICH, SND on JU NE 17, 20 15
in BLOGS

I’m actually writing this on the Feast of the Sacred Heart,
when we celebrate the incredible love Jesus has for us. This
feast dovetails with recent projects I’m involved in. Over the
past weeks, I’ve come to learn about Mother Teresa Casini,
foundress of the Oblate Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Pope Francis declared her Blessed this year, and the
ceremony will be this October. The miracle that led to this
honor occurred in Youngstown, Ohio, the only site of the
Sisters in the USA. A five-year-old child from one of their
schools drowned in a pool. After intense prayers to Mother Teresa, forty-eight hours
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Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND

Let me introduce you to Mother Casini. She was born in Italy in 1864, and in 1882,

I'm a Sister of Notre Dame, of Chardon, Ohio,
the author of seventy-plus books on religious
education and spirituality, including a novel,
The Fisherman's Wife: The Gospel According
to St. Peter's Spouse. I enjoy giving talks and
am a pastoral associate at St. Dominic Church.

she had a revelation of the Sacred Heart pierced by a single thorn. Jesus more or less
repeated to her his message to St. Margaret Mary: He loves us so much but is so little

View Full Profile →

later he was miraculously healed on the Feast of the Sacred Heart. The boy not only
lived but was spared the severe brain damage predicted. Thirteen doctors of different
faiths testified to the miracle.

loved in return, sometimes by those who were consecrated to him. Jesus asked
Teresa to make reparation by prayer, sacrifice, and always doing God’s will.
Attempting to carry out this request, Teresa met one dead end after another, crisis
after crisis, and one eccentric person after another. Does this sound familiar?
After ill-fated stays with two religious communities, Teresa began her own
community of Sisters whose purpose centered on the priesthood because, she
reasoned, priests are the ones who are most responsible for the whole people of
God. Therefore, her Sisters foster vocations (originally by running pre-seminaries for
boys), support priests in their parish ministry, and make reparation for bad priests.
Today they mostly work in parishes and operate retirement homes for priests.
When Teresa was seven, she promised Jesus, “I will become a Saint.” Now she is
well on her way to being declared one.
In reading her life’s story, I was thinking, It seems that God could have made her life
a little easier. After all, she was utterly devoted to him. Instead, her life resembles
that of St. Julie Billiart, foundress of the Sisters of Notre Dame, in its unusual
difficulties and setbacks. The recipe for saint-making calls for a lot of crosses. Didn’t
Jesus say that we could expect them? His life too was no easy journey. It ended in a
gory crucifixion and a pierced heart.
Reading about Mother Casini prompted me to consider whether or not I prayed
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About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND
Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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I can answer “yes” to this one. I pray for priests and seminarians, and our
Holy Father, daily. I pray for priests in purgatory. I have masses said for them.
Instead of giving the priests I know yet another rosary, crucifix, or bible (I know
they are appreciative, but how many can they use?) at Christmas, I give them a
prayer card. Most seem to like it very much.
Thank you for educating us, Sister. I appreciate it very much.
REP LY
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In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the

E-mail *
Website

year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling" and
can be found on Amazon or purchased from me.

Featured Book
Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and
Their Parents and Teachers

Submit

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

Notify me of follow-up comments by email.
Notify me of new posts by email.

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
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we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR AN
AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
Improvised Band Music Sister Marisa's second
graders were having a science lesson. Holding one
end of a rubber band in their teeth, the children
were to stretch it and then pluck it to hear
different tones. As the children did this, the room
was filled with rubber band music. Suddenly there
was an odd "Plink." One lad's loose front tooth
had shot out onto the floor.
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The Fisherman's Wife
100 Catholic Blogs by Catholic Sisters and
Nuns

Recent Posts
Encountering Jesus
Blessed Virgin Mary: A Mother in Time of Need
Amiens Cathedral and Any Church
Mother’s Day and Our Blessed Mother, Mary
Mary, May, Mothers, and Flowers
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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