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Spending Time Wisely: Priorities Parable
by KATHLE E N GLAV ICH, SND on M ARCH 14 , 20 18
in BLOGS

This week my parish St. Dominic offered this parable on its weekly email. I had
heard it before, love the irony in it, and thought it worth repeating. I can
imagine Jesus smiling at it— our Teacher who warned against building larger
barns to store more and more crops and who suggested garnering treasure in
heaven. Perhaps this Lent you might “profit” from reading the following story,
too.
An American investment banker was at
the pier of a small coastal Mexican village
when a small boat with just one fisherman
docked. Inside the small boat were
several large yellowfin tuna. The American
complimented the fisherman on the
quality of his fish and asked how long it
took to catch them.
The fisherman replied, “Only a little while.”
The American then asked why didn’t he stay out longer and catch more fish?
The fisherman said he had enough to support his family’s immediate needs.
The American then asked, “But what do you do with the rest of your time?”
The fisherman said, “I sleep late, fish a little, play with my children, take siestas
with my wife, stroll into the village each evening where I sip wine, and play
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guitar with my amigos. I have a full and busy life.”
The American scoffed, “I am a Harvard MBA and could help you. You should
spend more time fishing and with the proceeds, buy a bigger boat. With the
proceeds from the bigger boat, you could buy several boats, eventually you would
have a fleet of fishing boats. Instead of selling your catch to a middleman you
would sell directly to the processor, eventually opening your own cannery. You
would control the product, processing, and distribution. You would need to leave
this small coastal fishing village and move to Mexico City, then LA and
eventually New York City, where you will run your expanding enterprise.”
The fisherman asked, “But how long will this all take?”
To which the American replied, “15 to 20 years.”
“But what then?” asked the fisherman.
The American laughed and said, “That’s the best part.
When the time is right, you would announce an IPO
and sell your company stock to the public and
become very rich, you would make millions!”
“Millions — then what?”
The American said, “Then you would retire. Move
to a small coastal fishing village where you would
sleep late, fish a little, play with your kids, take
siestas with your wife, stroll to the village in the evenings where you could sip
wine and play your guitar with your amigos.”
– Heinrich Boll
What things do you value most in life?
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About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND
Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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About Catholic Faith Corner
A warm welcome to Catholic Faith Corner! May
its reflections help you know and live the
Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.

Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner
Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner today to
receive notification of new blog posts.
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Jos clark

March 14, 2018 at 2:08 pm

You just made me smile
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day.
I’d make you a little gift, but I know you have no room
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March 15, 2018 at 6:06 pm

Thanks, Joe! I’ll just look at the little green birdhouse you sent me last year!
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day to you too.
REPLY
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Newest Book
In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.

Featured Book
Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers

Submit

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
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Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")

Of Interest
The Fisherman’s Wife
100 Catholic Blogs by Catholic Sisters and
Nuns
Ideas for Church fundraising
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
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women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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