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Scars of Love: Jesus’ Wounds and Ours
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My father was not one to
demonstrate affection to us kids
either physically or verbally.
However, while he was in the
hospital dying, one day he held up his
hands and said to my mom and me,
“I showed my love by these hands.”
Dad always worked night shift in a
factory and came home at three in
the morning. His hands were
calloused. Sometimes a fingernail
was black, damaged in the shop.
I thought of my father’s hands when I read the account of the risen Lord coming to
his apostles for the first time. They already heard he was alive from the women and
from the two disciples who met him on the way to Emmaus. But they don’t believe
he rose from the dead. When Jesus comes though the locked doors, they are terrified
and think he is a ghost. Jesus proves that it is really he by showing his hands and feet
that are still marked with the wounds of his love. You would think that a new, glorified
body would be perfect—but, no, the body of Jesus bore scars. He may be marked like
that for all eternity so that we too will see his scars.
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Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND
I'm a Sister of Notre Dame, of Chardon, Ohio,
the author of eighty-plus books on religious
education and spirituality, including a novel,
"The Fisherman's Wife: The Gospel According
to St. Peter's Spouse." I enjoy giving talks and
retreats and was a pastoral associate at St.
Dominic Church. I also edit and self-publish
books for others.
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Jesus proved that he wasn’t a ghost by inviting the apostles to touch him, by
explaining the Scripture passages that referred to his death and resurrection, and by
eating some fish. (Ghosts don’t eat.) But the most convincing sign of Jesus’s identity
was those five wounds. They were red badges of his love for us.
Loving service takes a toll on us too. Parents bear scars of burns from cooking meals
for their families and ironing clothes. Teachers and nurses often develop varicose
veins from standing for long hours. Members of the armed forces come home
maimed. Police officers get shot or hit or dragged by cars. Some people sacrifice a
kidney so that another person can live.
This week we might reflect on people who have been wounded in the course of
loving us. We might also ask how we have followed the example of Jesus by offering
ourselves for others in some form. What kind
of scars do we bear? Blisters from building a
Habitat for Humanity house? A knife cut on a
finger from preparing a meal for someone in a
hunger center? Keep in mind that some scars
are not visible, for example, a bruised heart
from being rebuffed after attempting to
reconcile with someone.

Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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As we celebrate the fifty days of the Easter
season, let’s not forget that the triumph was

A warm welcome to Catholic Faith Corner! May
its reflections help you know and live the
Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.

only possible because God endured Good
Friday’s pain for love of us.

Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner

Share this:
Facebook

About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND

Twitter

LinkedIn

Delicious

Email

Print

PDF

Tagged as: apostles, Jesus, loviing service, wounds

Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner today to
receive notification of new blog posts.

Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner via RSS
Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner by Email

{ 2 comments… read them below or add one }
Sr. Melannie SND

April 4, 2018 at 8:28 am

Dear Kathleen, I really liked this reflection and how you connected our scars
to our loving. I read this somewhere: “When we get to heaven, God says, “Show
me your scars.’ And If we say we don’t have any, God says, “Was nothing worth
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suffering for?”
Thanks for your uplifting words! Melannie
REPLY

Kathleen Glavich, SND

April 4, 2018 at 12:24 pm

And thank you, Melannie, for your addition. Happy Easter!
REPLY
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In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.

Featured Book
Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers

Submit

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
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Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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