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Encountering Jesus
by KATHLE E N GLAV ICH, SND on M AY 23 , 20 18
in BLOGS

This week someone told me how much she liked
my book The Fisherman’s Wife: The Gospel
According to St. Peter’s Spouse. She said it made the
Gospel come alive for her and helped her realize
more what it was like for Jesus to live on earth. She
also appreciated the humor. So this week I am
sharing a post about this book that I wrote for
someone else’s blog:
I’ve written dozens of books on spirituality and
religious education, but only one novel. This is now
my favorite book. It is a historical romance in that it
develops the relationship between Peter and his
wife, but it is also “the Gospel lite.” The path the
heroine takes to following Jesus parallels my own path and that of any disciple:
knowledge, surrender, commitment.
Because Jesus cured Peter’s mother-in-law, we know that this apostle was
married. I brought his wife to life and gave her a name: Miriam. I imagined what it was
like for her when Peter left her and their children to traipse after this controversial
teacher Jesus. In my book, at first Miriam resents Jesus as a rival for Peter’s affection.
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But when Jesus moves into their house in Capernaum (as the Gospel states), she
witnesses his preaching and miracles and comes to know him and eventually follows
him. According to a legend, she was martyred for being a Christian.
As a child I did not really know Jesus, except for a large picture of him my
grandmother had, in which his eyes seemed to follow me! When I was twelve, I
attended a Catholic school, and the main topic in grade seven religious class was
Jesus. So I came to know more about him. In fact, I was attracted to him to the extent
that I decided to devote my life to him as a sister. Of course, my knowledge of Jesus
has grown over the years as I’ve “lived in his house.” Writing The Fisherman’s Wife
brought me even closer to him.
While sitting before the computer typing this book, I became so engrossed in the
story of Jesus in Capernaum that it felt as though I were actually living there. When I
stopped writing, I didn’t know if it was morning, noon, or night in real time! As I
imagined what Miriam might be thinking about Jesus and what she and her friends
might be saying about him, my own understanding of Jesus was deepened.
Scripture tells us that Jesus carried out most of his ministry in the town of Capernaum.
Therefore writing the story of Miriam gave me the opportunity to do much reflection
on the words and actions of Jesus. The book was also a blessing because it required
tons of research. Learning about the customs, political situation, food, and clothing of
first-century Jewish people enabled me to place Jesus in a more accurate context. Like
Miriam, I came to know Jesus more. I became more aware that he was a real person
who walked the earth . . . and someone worth dying for.
You might not relish the thought of writing a novel, but here is a suggestion for making
Jesus more real to you: Write him a letter and talk about anything. Just let the words
flow. Sign it “Love (your name).” Then
write a letter beginning “Dear (your
name)” and sign it “Love Jesus.” Do
not force the thoughts. Just write. You
may be surprised! I met someone
who wrote letters like this on his
computer. He was amazed.
How do you use writing to develop
your relationship with God?
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About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND
Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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About Catholic Faith Corner
A warm welcome to Catholic Faith Corner! May
its reflections help you know and live the
Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.
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Newest Book
In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.

Featured Book
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Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers
Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
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Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")

Of Interest
The Fisherman’s Wife
100 Catholic Blogs by Catholic Sisters and
Nuns
Ideas for Church fundraising

Recent Posts
Posts in Review
Simple Pleasures
Blessings, Bless, and Blessed
Seeing God in Everything and Reiki
September: Season of Creation

PDFmyURL easily turns web pages and even entire websites into PDF!

About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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