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Precious Gift of Your Life
by KATHLE E N GLAV ICH, SND on JU LY 25, 20 18
in BLOGS

Today I came across this short talk on
my computer. I forgot where I gave it.
May you will find it inspiring: You’ve
probably seen photos from the
Hubble telescope that show the
galaxy Andromeda, the one closest
to us. It makes you dizzy. There are
billions of stars in it. Beyond that
there are zillions of other galaxies.
And here we are on tiny planet Earth,
just a blue and green speck in the
enormous universe, but Earth contains life. It’s a miracle.
Reflect with me a few minutes about what your life means. From all eternity God
planned to create you. Then at a certain time and place, almighty God loved you into
being. A certain woman and a certain man met and came together and gave you a set
of genes unlike any other person’s. You are unique. And you are marvelous. Your eyes
keep blinking to keep them lubricated. Right now your stomach is digesting your last
meal. Put your hand over your heart. It beats more than 100,000 times a day,
sending oxygen to cells to keep you alive. And all these things go on without your
even thinking about them.
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the author of eighty-plus books on religious
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"The Fisherman's Wife: The Gospel According
to St. Peter's Spouse." I enjoy giving talks and
retreats and was a pastoral associate at St.
Dominic Church. I also edit and self-publish
books for others.
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Because you have life, you can thrill to music, run with wind blowing through your
hair, play basketball, dance, swim, eat pizza, play the guitar, and read others’ thoughts
in books or on iPads. Because you have life, you can know the satisfaction of
mastering algebra and French (well maybe) and learning how to cook and to build a
house. You can create things: a new recipe, a song, a computer program, or art. You
can imagine, remember, solve problems, and make decisions.
Because you are alive, the whole cosmos is your playground. You are free to explore
earth and gaze at wonders like the Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls, and star-studded
night skies. You can be astonished by exquisite flowers and enjoy animals like your
pet.
You also have spiritual life and the divine life we call grace. This makes you godlike.
You are God’s child with a destiny of living forever.
What is life’s greatest blessing? Love—the whole spectrum of it. You can know the love
of God and the love of parents, spouse, children, family, and friends. You can also
experience the intoxicating joy of loving others in return.
Incredibly God gave us tremendous power over these wonderful lives of ours. We can
live them fully. St. Irenaeus pointed out that the glory of God is a human being fully
alive. This means using all of our talents and all of our days to the utmost. We can regift our lives by turning them into a present to God. As Saint Mother Teresa urged,
“Make your lives something beautiful for God.”
On the other hand, we also have power to waste our lives, ruin them, and even
destroy them. Doing this is like laughing in our Creator’s face.

About Sister Kathleen Glavich, SND
Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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About Catholic Faith Corner
A warm welcome to Catholic Faith Corner! May
its reflections help you know and live the
Catholic faith, inspire you, and give you hope.

Subscribe to Catholic Faith Corner
Our Lord Jesus Christ said he came that we might have life and have it abundantly. He
passed his baton to his followers, us. If you are baptized, you are called to carry on
the mission of Jesus, to bring others life, abundant life.You are called to see that
people’s lives are not snuffed out before they leave the womb, that refugees have a
safe place to live, that the homeless find food and shelter, that the imprisoned are
humanely treated, that the elderly are respected and cared for, and that all people, no
matter what their race, religion, or sex, are treated equally.
“Live” spelled backwards spells “evil.” When we do not promote life, our own and
others’ lives, we promote evil. If we are not life bringers, then we are death dealers.
We spoil God’s creation that he made very good. Promoting life is a form of loving.
Isn’t that Jesus’s commandment? “Love one another as I have loved you.” Protecting
and nurturing life, loving, is being holy, being like God, because God is love.
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Here are three suggestions:
First, in order to live fully learn something new. Tap a hidden talent: take up
crocheting, learn how to play the tuba, teach yourself Chinese.
Second, foster life in others in some way. Help in a soup kitchen, participate in a
protest march, or just smile at someone.
Third, plug into the source of all life, God, through prayer. Increase your prayer
time by at least five minutes a day. Let God speak to you through his word in
Scripture, pray a set prayer like a decade of the rosary, or just rest in God’s
presence.
Your life is in your hands. So what will you do with your one wild and precious life?
The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus, the counselor dwelling within you, will help you
make the right decisions.
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In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.
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Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers
Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)
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A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.
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Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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