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Communities: From the Trinity to Us
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In a few days, I will be moving to an
apartment building where I will live
with about forty Sisters of Notre
Dame and a growing number of
laypeople. We will form a community
that will be a new experience for me.
I’ve lived with large and small groups
of Sisters, I’ve lived alone, and once
for two months I lived with a
community of disabled people in
Chicago in a home called Shelter of
God’s Love. A recent retreat focused
me on our deep-rooted need to form communities and how important they are. It all
begins with the Trinity, three holy Persons bound together as One: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Since we are made in God’s image, then we too are naturally drawn to live
in communities.
Jesus, our model, lived with others and wasn’t a loner. He could have chosen to
appear on earth as a fully formed man. Instead he came as a member of a family, the
basic human community. He spent about thirty years eating, talking, and working in
this unit. As a native of Nazareth, he belonged to the community of two hundred or
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so people who lived around him. He made their scythes and plows in his workshop,
helped build their houses, and danced at their weddings.
After Jesus left his hometown, he gathered a team of twelve men who accompanied
him day in and day out for the next few years. They walked from town to town
together, shared meals, laughed and talked, slept in inns or under the stars. Three of
these apostles were his best friends, chosen to share special experiences with him.
Knowing the value of support, he sent his disciples out two by two to spread his
teachings. At the end of his life, he did not die alone but was flanked by two other
crucified men.
Jesus spoke of his followers as a tight-knit group, in fact, as his mystical body. We
Christians are all united with him and with one another, like branches on a vine. We
worship God as an assembly each week. Our parishes are faith communities.
Men and women religious form communities in order to encourage and support one
another in carrying out the Lord’s mission. As such, synergy is at work: together they
can accomplish more than individually. A string can be easily broken, but when a
number of them are together, they are strong. A page can be ripped easily, but tearing
several pages at the same time to recycle them requires a great deal of strength I
learned. In addition, communities are more fun.
What communities enrich your life? Do you have special friends? Four of us high
school “girls” meet periodically for dinner and discussion. Do you know the people in
your neighborhood? If not, could you be the catalyst starting a block party? How
does your parish support you? How do you support it?
At the end of time, we will all be swept up into that eternal community of the one
God.
Share this:
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Jesus ordered us to make disciples of all
nations and teach them. Mary Kathleen, a
Sister of Notre Dame from Chardon, Ohio,
responds to this call through writing, speaking,
giving retreats, and teaching. Her motto,
adopted from Eddie Doherty’s gravesite, is “All
my words for the Word.”
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This is beautiful, how you tied all communities to the Trinity. It makes so much
sense, as well. Best to you in your new community!
REPLY

Allison

August 8, 2018 at 2:02 pm

Beautiful and thought-provoking.
REPLY

Kathleen Glavich, SND

November 5, 2018 at 9:54 am

Thank you for your comments. My new community is life-giving. Moving
here was a grace.
REPLY

Newest Book
In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.
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Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers
Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

A Heavenly Book
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Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.

Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.

A Bit of Humor
A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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About the Sisters of Notre Dame,
Chardon, Ohio
The Sisters of Notre Dame
of Chardon, Ohio, belong to
an international
congregation of more than
two thousand apostolic
women religious. We are one in mind and one
in heart for the transformation of the world in
Christ.
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