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Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND

National Vocation Awareness Week is November 3-9. As a former vocation director
for my community and for the Diocese of Cleveland, I can attest that promoting
vocations is hard work! But it doesn’t depend on individuals who do it as a full-time
ministry. Parishes can be powerhouses for stirring up vocations. I’ve just read a book
that is chockfull of ideas for a parish to foster vocations: Hundredfold. It is written by

I'm a Sister of Notre Dame, of Chardon, Ohio,
the author of eighty-plus books on religious
education and spirituality, including a novel,
"The Fisherman's Wife: The Gospel According
to St. Peter's Spouse." I enjoy giving talks and
retreats and was a pastoral associate at St.
Dominic Church. I also edit and self-publish
books for others.
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Rhonda Gurenewald, who founded “Vocation Ministry” to train people how to create
a culture of vocations at their parishes. Following is the press release about the book
and the work of Vocation Ministry. You might pass on the news to your pastor!

Ministry Equips Parishes to Promote Vocations, Provides Saving Grace for Dioceses
Vocation Ministry Has Equipped More Than 6,000 Parish Vocation Promoters and
Groups Nationwide, Spurring Uptick in Vocations in Some Dioceses
Houston, TX, October 7, 2019 – Parish-based vocation ministries are springing up all
over the U.S. thanks to the efforts and resources of Vocation Ministry, a non-profit
established in 2015 to equip dioceses and parishes to promote vocations through
their signature Hundredfold workshops offered in English and Spanish. Vocation
Ministry has trained thousands of parishioners and priests, representing over 3,000
parishes in 42 dioceses, on how to create a culture of vocations at their parishes so
that men and women can more easily answer God’s call.
Since its founding in 2015, Vocation Ministry has become a driving force for promoting
vocations in North America. Through their hands-on Hundredfold Workshops,
Vocation Ministry focuses on establishing and sustaining parish-based vocation
ministries to create a vocation-friendly environment that inspires adults and children
to consider a supernatural call to the priesthood, consecrated life, or to sacramental
marriage.
“Most people don’t realize the impact that an active parish vocations ministry can
have,” said Rhonda Gruenewald, founder of Vocations Ministry. “A survey done in
2017 in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston found that 80 percent of vocations
came from the 20 percent of parishes which had active and ongoing vocations
ministries. So, these ministries matter, and they are producing fruit.”
Gruenewald cites the Diocese of Grand Island, NE as an example of how these active
ministries can revive vocations. “This middle American diocese covers 42,000 square
miles with a Catholic population just over 56,000, said Gruenewald. “In 2015, when
Vocation Ministry presented its first workshop, the diocese had one seminarian in
formation. When Vocation Ministry returned in 2019 to offer a follow-up workshop,
the diocese had nine seminarians in formation!”
“Some of our parishioners attended the first workshop,” remembers Glenda, a
parishioner who attended the workshop. “Afterward, they returned with a new
attitude and excitement about vocations, and many began implementing what they
learned from Vocation Ministry across the dioceses.”
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Shortly after its founding, Vocation Ministry published Hundredfold: A Guide to Parish
Vocation Ministry to provide information, activities, and inspiration to anyone starting,
reviving, or refreshing a vocation ministry, and to help those ministries thrive. It was
designed to inspire parishes to get involved in vocation work, to help new ministries
start strong by providing a clear guide to the nuts and bolts of the ministry and to
reinvigorate long-standing committees with fresh ideas that attract new workers to
Christ’s vineyard. Since its first publishing, Hundredfold has sold more than 13,000
copies. Additional resources include the Hundredfold Resource
Guide, www.VocationMinistry.com and active social media accounts for those
discerning a vocation.
In April 2017, Sembrando Semillas, a Spanish edition of the book Hundredfold was
published, and provides additional materials specifically related to predominantly
Spanish-speaking parishes. The website, workshops, and presentations are available
in Spanish as well.
What People Are Saying About Vocation Ministry:
“It is in the family where the seeds of a vocation are first developed and it is in our
parish communities where vocations to serve God are encouraged. Every parish has a
responsibility to cultivate a culture of vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and
sacramental marriage. Thank you to Vocation Ministry for providing resources for
parishes so that we all can answer God’s call.

Newest Book
In "Heart to Heart with Mary: A Yearly Devotional"
Our Blessed Mother speaks to us every day of the
year and a suggestion is provided for a responsse.
It is similar to the popular book "Jesus Calling"
and can be found on Amazon or purchased from
me.
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-Most Reverend Thomas A. Daley

Totally Catholic! A Catechism for Kids and Their
Parents and Teachers

Bishop of Spokane

Do you wish you had a simple, child-friendly
summary of what Catholics believe? This book
took first place in the Association of Catholic
Publishers awards 2014 in the category of
Children’s Books. It can be purchased from
Pauline Books and Media or from me. ($14.95)

“Without our Catholic parishes instilling a deep appreciation of religious and priestly
vocations, young people may not hear this divine invitation. Good vocations flourish
in good families – and good families flourish in good parishes. Thank you, Rhonda,
for the inspiration of Hundredfold!

-Sr. Joseph Andrew Bogdanowicz, OP, Vocation Director
Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Ann Arbor, MI
“Vocation Ministry offered effective workshops to our priests and deacons, inspiring
them to invite over 220 lay people from parishes and schools across the diocese to
her follow-up workshop for laity, where she trained them how to begin and sustain
parish vocation ministries. As Vocations Director, I am very aware that the work of

A Heavenly Book
Do you believe in angels? Most people do. The
Catholic Companion to Angels offers heavenly
facts about these majestic creatures, confirming
that you can turn to them for help. Uniquely, The
Angels comes with three covers (statue, stainedglass, or painting). Choose the one you like best.

promoting vocations is the work of the whole Church and is too big a job for any one
person or group of people. I now have a whole army of people across the diocese
who are sustaining our work in prayer, actively finding ways to promote a culture of
vocations in their local communities, and enthusiastic in getting the message about
our vocation efforts and events out to our young people.
–Fr. Matthew Mason, Vocation Director

Diocese of Manchester, NH
For more information about Vocation Ministry, visit www.vocationministry.com.
To request additional information about Vocation Ministryand/or to schedule an
interview with Rhonda Gruenewald, please contact Carrie Kline
at carriek@revolutionizingmissions.com.

Available from ACTA Publications and me.
($10.00)

My First Novel!
The Fisherman's Wife is the story of St. Peter's
spouse, the long-suffering but delightful woman
who puts up with Peter and his obsession with
the itinerant preacher named Jesus. Through her
we meet Peter, Jesus, and other biblical
characters. In Capernaum she witnesses Jesus'
healings and hears his words.The book is based
on the Gospels, legends, and what is known
about first-century Jewish women. The rest is
sheer imagination. Order directly from me FOR
AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY at kglavich@ndec.org.
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A Slow Student During indoor recess, the third
and fourth graders were playing school. Taking
part in the game, the teacher, Sister Janet, sat at
a child's desk. Adam, who was playing the
teacher, came up to her and asked, "And just how
many years have you been kept back?" (from
"Why Is Jesus in the Microwave?")
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